Digital FAQ’s

High Resolution Scanned Products

· What is the process by which data can be ordered?
· Will Corona imagery be digitized?
· Will stereo pair coverage be available?
· What is the expected order turn around time for the high resolution digital products?
· What software can I use to view scanned and digitized images?
· What does Dots Per Inch (DPI) and Pixels Per Inch (PPI) mean?
· How many scanned images will fit on a CD-Rom or DVD?
· Will the scanned product be georectified?
· Will certification be available for scanned products?
Medium Resolution Digitized Products

· Will all film be digitized?
· Is there a schedule to digitize the archive?
· What will happen to the film once it’s been digitized?
· What is the process by which data can be ordered?
· What is the delivery time once an order is placed?
· What does Dots Per Inch (DPI) and Pixels Per Inch (PPI) mean?
· How many digitized images will fit on CD-Rom or DVD?
· Will the digitized products be georectified?
· Will certification be available for digitized products?
High Resolution Scanned Products

What is the process by which data can be ordered?

Product availability can be researched and ordered on our EarthExplorer website, through our Customer Services Department, or this service can also be provided through some of our business partners.

Will Corona imagery be digitized?


Yes, although the exact procedure has not yet been determined.

Will stereo pair coverage be available?

Yes, customers will need to purchase the digital image and then create a transparency or contact print to view them stereoscopically.

What is the expected order turn around timefor the high resolution digital products?

We estimate that standard orders for these products will take about two or three weeks to be completed.
What software can I use to view scanned and digitized images?

Any programs that will accept a TIFF image. Here are some commercial and freeware software for viewing images.

Commercial software that can be utilized for viewing: ERDAS Imagine, Photo Shop and ENVI. 

Freeware such as: DLG Viewer 32, Geomatica and Windows Picture and Fax.

What does Dots Per Inch (DPI) and Pixels Per Inch (PPI) mean?

A dot per inch (dpi) and pixel per inch (ppi) is a measure of the sharpness on a display screen or printed image.  The dot pitch determines the absolute limit of the possible dots per inch or pixel per inch.  However, the display resolution of pixels that is set up for the display is usually not as fine as the dot pitch.  The dots per inch and pixels per inch for a given picture resolution will differ based on the overall size of the image, since the same number of pixels are being spread out over a different space.  The standard DPI for scanned products will be 1200.
How many scanned images will fit on a CD-Rom or DVD?


At a spot size of 21 microns: CD-Rom= 1 

            DVD= 10

Alternate spot sizes will be available, which will cause the number of images per CD or DVD to vary.  

Will the scanned product be georectified?


Scanned products will not be georectified.  If a customer needs them georectified they will have to do the registration themselves or have that process performed by a provider of value added services. 

Will certification be available for scanned products?


Certification will be available for scanned products.
Please contact Customer Service for information.






Medium Resolution Digitized Products
FAQ’s

Will all film be digitized?

Eventually almost all of the film currently held in the archive will be digitized. 

Is there a schedule to digitize the archive?

It will probably take approximately 5 years to digitize the archive.  A priority scheme is being developed and will be made available to the public at a later date.

What will happen to the film once it’s been digitized

Most film will continue to be stored at the USGS/EROS Data Center. A rather small percentage of rolls are affected by vinegar syndrome and they will be sent to National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) to be placed in frozen storage.  After the rolls with vinegar syndrome are sent to NARA, we will not be able to provide scanned images from these rolls. NARA has arrangements with commercial companies that can provide these products.

What is the process by which data can be ordered?

Product availability can be searched and ordered through our Customer Service                                                                              Department, and some business partners will be providing this service. Eventually, as the digitized rolls become available, research will be conducted and orders will be placed directly through the EarthExplorer website.   

What is the delivery time once an order is placed?

Eventually, as the digitizing process continues, the already digitized images should be available quickly, but orders for images from rolls that have yet to be digitized are likely to take a rather long time. 

What does Dots Per Inch (DPI) and Pixels Per Inch (PPI) mean?

A dot per inch (dpi) and pixel per inch (ppi) is a measure of the sharpness on a display screen.  The dot pitch determines the absolute limit of the possible dots per inch and pixel per inch.  However, the display resolution of pixels that is set up for the display is usually not as fine as the dot pitch.  The dots per inch and pixels per inch for a given picture resolution will differ based on the overall size since the same number of pixels are being spread out over a different space.  The standard DPI for digitized products will be 600. 

How many digitized images will fit on CD-Rom or DVD?

Images per media type: CD-Rom = 10 





  DVD = 75 

Will the digitized products be georectified?


No.  The digitized products will not be georectified.  If a customer needs them georectified they will have to do the registration themselves or have that process performed by a provider of value added services. 

Will certification be available for digitized products?


Not at this time. Customers needing certification will have to order scanned (High Resolution) products.
