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National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive

Appraisal Criteria

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Center for Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS) has a formal process in place to appraise scientific collections it maintains or is offered.  The USGS has established a Collection Policy, which states the type of observational records that are of interest to the USGS.  Once it is determined that the collection is in accordance with this policy, the USGS performs a comprehensive appraisal involving scientists and managers.   The criteria outlined below form the last element of the process by which collections are reviewed for possible inclusion into the National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive (NSLRSDA), which was established by the USGS in accordance with the Land Remote Sensing Policy Act of 1992, Public Law (P.L.) 102-555.  The NSLRSDA Appraisal Criteria
 are: 

· Collections may include any land surface data including satellite, airborne or in-situ sources.
· Collections with significance to global environmental change research.  Such collections provide for the societal benefits supporting the U.S. Integrated Earth Observation System.
 
· Collections that have unique seasonality; spectral bands; and/or ground resolution that complement, supplement or are compatible with the current NSLRSDA holdings. 

· Collections that provide the potential to develop global observation records or have frequent synoptic coverage of the Earth, i.e., long-term, consistent, repetitive observations.

· Collections with a ground resolution ranging from 5 meters to 1 kilometer.
 
· Accessibility to the collection can be extended to all users without restrictions.

Collections that shall not be evaluated for inclusion into the NSLRSDA include oceanic or atmospheric collections, and collections that do not include the necessary ancillary data to make them useful to the land remote sensing user community (ephemeris data, processing parameters, metadata, instrument characteristics, and calibration parameters).  
� The USGS appraisal process does take into consideration the fiscal impacts of accepting a collection.  Once a collect has been determined to be of interest to the USGS, per the appraisal process, the USGS will endeavor to secure the needed funding.





� The benefit areas include records related to weather, natural disasters, ocean resources, climate variability and change, human health, ecological forecasts, agriculture and forestry.  Additional U.S. economic and national security interests include land use planning and management, public lands conservation and management, national security operations, transportation planning and management, property valuation, flood plain assessment, foreign agriculture assessment, and infrastructure planning and management.





� Higher-resolution data (e.g., <5m) and lower-resolution data (e.g., >1km) from U.S. or international systems would also be considered if unique or significant. 


 


� Data may be accepted that contain a copyright or license arrangement which require a period of time where only a restricted set of users are allowed access.  However, all restricted collections must have a written sunset clause indicating when the collection becomes Public Domain. All archived collection can be offered at no cost or at the minimal cost of fulfilling a user request.





